TTRTUN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  _Oj_TOUM 


REPORT 

OF  THE 


M'n'.'nT GAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  195.1___ 


Area  of  Urban  District 

477  acres 

Peculation  Mid- 1  9  c  1 

3,164 

Number  of  inhabited 
houses  at  31/12/51. 

1  ,016 

Rateable  Value 

£9,674 

Product  of  Id  Rate 

£34  18  8 

OFFICIALS 

Me d i cal  0 f fleer  of  Health 


Dr.  A.  Charlton,  Grove  Lodge, 
Tow  Law  (Temporary  -  part  time 


basis) 


Vacant . 


Sanitary  Inspector 
Tubcrculoeia  Medical L  Officer;  Venereal 

Mo di cal ' Of f icer /obste  trie  ^Consul  t  ants ;  Yotlnary  Surgeon, 
/ubNic  Ana^yst; 'health  Visitor;  Maternity  Nurse;  etc, 
arc  under  Durham  County  Council. 


s 0 C IA L  CONDITIONS 


Coal  Mining 
t  is 

Fcraal e 


Employment  has  remained  good  during  the 
remains  active,  although  it  is  a  pi  y  c  Urban  Area, 

chiefly  available  at  collieries  ous  crook  some  4  miles 

labour  is  absorbed  at  Clothing  Pac  o  ciist  t  with  the  disadvantages 
away,  and  West  Auckland  some  10  miles  distant, 

associated  with  transport. 


A  small  factory  for  female  workers 
the  town. 


w 


ould  be  beneficial  to 


sraal  1 


engineering  -ual 

of  a  small  town. 


the  establishment  of  industry 


In  my  opinion  a  need  exists  for  ----  -  tending  to  be 

other  than  mining,  to  absorb  laoour  w  13  ±  addition  to 

c*j  spersed  at  a  distance  from  tho  Urban  “  n,aunity  to 

afford  inducement  for  tho  younger  members  of  the  comaun  y 

remain  in  tho  area. 

.  x  a  x  ,, dorsal  would  appear  to  be  progressive  ana 
This  trend  to  dispersal  .  ix  „  ...  scams  ceases, 

likely  to  become  rorso  if  the  mining  of  thin  s.ams 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


* 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

27 

26 

Illcgi tima  to 

__3 

_ 2 

- 

30 

28 

Total 

58 

Live  Births  per  1,000  estimated 

Resident  Population 

18.3 

Live  Births  per  1,000 
England  and  Wales 

15.5 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Fomal c 

Legitimate 

3 

Ill'  gitimate 

- 

- 

To  tal 

3 

Stall  Birth  Rate  per 

1  , 0 0 C  p op ula t ion 

0 

.  94 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Homo  Population  Bn  land  &  'laics  0.  3 6 


DHATHS 

Lea ths  in  Infan ts  under  1  year  of  ago 

Male 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  1 

3 


Total 

Infantile  Mortality  Rato  per  J, 000 
live  “births,  resident  population  103.4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rato  per  1,000 

live  births  England  &  Wales  29.6 


F'.malo 

2 

1 

3 


The  apparently  disproportionate  Infantile  Mortality  Rat 
runted  for  by  the  influence  of  the  smaller  relative  Live 
e  in  conjunction  with  the  Neonatal  Death  Rate,  which  see 

Lr at hs In  Infan ts  under  4  weeks  of  age  (Neonatal ) 

Male  Female 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

3  1 


,k 


2 

1  1 


Total 


* 


Neonatal  Death  Rato  per  1,000  live  births  68.9 

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under 
2  years  of  ago  Nil 

DEATH  RATE 

Mai e  F  c  ma 1 o 

All  Causes  17  26" 


Total _ 43 


Death  Rate  per  1  ,000 

Estimated  population 

1  3.5 

0 a th  Ra te  p or  1,000 

Population  England  A  7alos 

1  2.5 

Deaths  According  to  Age 

Under  1  week  4 

(Note  effect  upon  Infantile  Mortality  Rate) 
Under  3  months _ 2 


Under 

1  ye  a  r 

6 

5 

a  nr1 

under 

^5 

yrs 

1 

25 

& 

under 

45 

yrs 

1 

45 

n 

cc 

under 

65 

yrs 

1 1 

65 

n 

ry 

under 

75 

yrs 

13 

75 

up 

wards 

11 

Total  43 


Death s  from  subjoined  causes 


Male  Female 


Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous 

System  2 
Cardiac  Disease/Angina  3 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  1 
Other  Heart  Disease  3 
Other  Circulatory  Disease  2 


Malignant  Neoplasm 
Malignant  Neoplasm 
Other  malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  1 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Other  infective  &  parasitic 

disease  1 

Diabetes 

Nephritis 

Other  defined  A  ill -defined 

diseases  3 

Suicide  1 


Breast) 
Uterus ) 


1  ) 
2  ) 

3  ) 

4  ) 

1  ) 
1  ) 

4  ) 

1  ) 
3  ) 
1  ) 

1 


1 

1 

2 


21 


7 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 


1_7 _ 26 _ 41 


Deaths  occuring  outside  District  included  -  15 
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Deaths  from  Canoor:  Organs  affoctccl,  sex  and  a, go  periods 


T  ov-'  L aw 


4-5  -  65  years 

2 

65  -  75  years 

4 

75  years  &  onwards 

1 

Male 

Female 

Buccal  Cavity  &  pharynx 
Digestive  Organs  and 

1 

- 

Peritoneum 

- 

2 

Uterus 

1 

Other  Female  genital  organs 

- 

1 

Breast 

- 

2 

Totals 

1 

6 

Do  a  th  s  f r  on : 


Diphtheria 

nil 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Me a sic  s 

Nil 

Pro  g nancy 

Nil 

Childbirth 

Nil 

Abortion 

Nil 

Lung  Diseases  -  Death  Rate  O.63 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 

1951 

No . 

Admitted  to 

Tow  Lcaw 

Ho  spi tal 

.Scarlet  Fever 

1  0 

10 

Notified  1 

(Whooping  Cough 

13 

- 

.Measles 

15 

- 

(Pneumonia 

Houses  Disinfected  9 

2 

40 

1  0 

TUBERCULOSIS 

3  Primary  Notifications  ‘of 

New  Cases 

Male 

Female 

Respiratory 

— 

3 

Non  Respiratory 

- 

- 

LA BORA  TORY  FA  CILITIDS 

Bac teriological  examinations  of  Sputum,  Throat  swahs  and 
Blood  for  the  Diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis,  Diphtheria  and-  Typhoid 
Fever,  are  carried  out  at  the  Government  Public  Health  Laboratoric 
Pontoland  Road,  Newcastle  on  Tyne.  Facilities  al3o  exist  for  ary 
other  laboratory  investigations. 


AMBULANCE  Fit  OIL  I  TILS 

.lection  27  Part  111  National  Health  Service  Ac  t ,  1  946 
Satisfactory. 


AI.13ULANC1  CONTROL 


bishop  Auckland  -  Telephone  810 


nursing-  in  titi  hohl 

Section  25  Par t  111  National  Health  Service  Act, 1 946 

General  Nursing  is  carried  out  "by  a  Nurse  resident  in 
Tow  La",  by  arrangement  through  the  County  Council  with  the 
Durham  County  Nursing  Association. 


The  Maternity  Nursing  is  catered  for  by  a  resident  midwife. 
The  County  Council  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

(Section  2  3  Dart  JMJ_.  National  Health  Service  Act,  191-6) 

IHKU  N I S  A  T  ION  A  G-A  I  NS  T  DIPHTHU  R IA 
Section  26  Dart  1  1  T  National  Health  Service  Act,  191-6 


The  r'urham  County  Council  co  operates  with  Medical 
Practitioners  in  administering  the  above  Section  and  supplies 
Diphtheria  prophylactic.  Leaflets  are  distributed  by  post 
at  8  months  and  12  months  and  to  encourage  reinforcing  doses 
at  the  age  of  4  years  9  months.  Tne  Count3>-  Council  arranges 
visits  by  their  Health  Visitors  to  promote  the  success  of  the 
scheme  and  in  addition  maintains  Records  and  arranges  remuneration. 


'ow  Law 


Live..  Births  Rcgi stored 


1  950 

1951 


55 

56 


Number  and  estimated  /&> 

of  raid-1951  1 

i mm uni sc d  up  to 

"31/12/51 

Under  5  years 

No.  90 

33% 

5  -  15  years 

No.  221 
44>£ 

Full  course  of  Primary 

I mnun i s  a  t i 0  n 

Under  5 

27 

5  -  15  years 

__3 

Total  30 

Reinforcing  In, lections 

14 

‘rcatment  on  a  sessional  basis  is  not  in  force. 
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VA  CCINA  TIQN  AGA  INST  SMALLPOX 
Part  2i io.nal  Health  Service  Act,  1943  -  Section  26 

Recording  and  remuneration  by  Durham  County  Council. 

Vaccine  Lymph  obtained  from  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

Pamphlets  regarding  vaccination  are  sent  to  parents  v/hen 
their  children  reach  the  ago  of  3  months. 

Considerable  apathy  continues  to  exist  in  relation  to 
vaccination,  perhaps  largely  duo  to  the  low  incidence  of  the 

d iso a  so . 


Tow  Law  Persons  vaccinated  or  re vaccina ted. 


V a ccina ted 

Under  1  year 

1  0 

1  year 

- 

2  -  4  years 

1 

5  -  14  years 

15  or  over 

_ 

To  tal 

15 

Revaccina ted 

Under  1  year 

- 

1  year 

- 

2  -  4  years 

- 

5  -  14  years 

- 

15  or  ove r 

JL 

Total 

3 

MATERNITY  A  ND  CHILD  WIJLFA RE 
Section  22  i:art  3  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

A  Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Centre  operates  in  the 
Mechanics  Institute,  Tow  Law,  at  fortnightly  intervals,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Durham  County  Council. 

Tow  Law  -  Table  of  attendances  of  Mothers  and  Infants 
from  l/l/5l" 


Number  on  Books 

Expectant  Mothers  66 

Children  under  1  year  37 

"  1  -  3  years  52 

"  3-5  years  22 

A  t tendance s 

Expectant  Mothers  345 

Children  under  1  year  330 

"  1-3  years  144 

"  .3-5  years  43 

Average  per  Session 

Expectant  Mothers  14 

C h i 1  dr e n  un do r  1  year  14 

"  1-3  years  6 

"  3-5  years  2 

Consultations 

Expectant  Mothers  334 

Children  under  1  year  3 1 0 

"  1-3  years  1 38 

”  3-5  years  41 


Average  per  Session 
Expectant  Mothers 
Children  under  1  year 

"  -17 

'  -  3  years 

tt  7  r- 

3  -  o  years 


14 
1  3 
6 
2 


Dental  Treatment  for  Expectant, 
and  young  children,  is  availabl< 


Nursing  Mothers 


>  ,  ,  -x  ,ren,  is  available  at  the  centres  in  Bishon 

-iu  ok  land  and  Durham.  No  facilities  erMt  +  u  ?  P  . 

of  Dentures.  *  168  cxlst  for  the  provision 

T  RE  A  Tid’d  N  T  CD  NT  RE  S 

A  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  at  "Durham  County  Hospital  and 

facilities'"!  or  3i,ho’  AuSkl“a.  VrorUoVllt^LXT 

lacmties  x  or  those  diseases. 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES 

n  r,  Gene,yaJ  Hospital  facilities  exist  at  Newcastlc-on-Tyne 
Durham,  Bishop  Auckland  and  Shotley  Bridge.  Certain  eye^ases 
are  treated  at  the  Sunderland  Bye  Infirmary  ^ 

POISES  TIC  HELP  SERVICE 

SQ£iion-2j_^art  3  National  Health  Service  Act.  1946 

Arranged  by  Durham  County  Council.  Object  to  provide 
domestic  help  for  Householders  where  such  help  is  required 
owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  ly^in 

over^-hocl  mother’  mentaHy  defective,  aged  or  a  child’not 

ouhool  age  within  the  meaning  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

navavL8?*1*  °f  charges  has  been  formulated  and  the  amount 
paya ble  is  assessed  according  to  the  income  of  the  family 
concerned.  J 

„  .  Th"  ;utT1/s  of  Domestic  Helps  relate  to  the  purely  domestic 

worx  ox  tne  Household,  they  do  not  Undertake  any* nursing  and 
provide  their  own  food.  b 


No  "Sitters -in”  are  employed. 


There  is  as  yet  no  provision  in  the  Urban  Area  for  a 
Day  Nursery  or  Nursery  School. 

HEALTH  VISIT TNG 

i^HVENTIQN  OF  ILLNESS  ,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 
.Sections — 24  and  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.1  ?L.b 

This  is  administered  by  the  Durham  County  Council. 

HOMES  OR  HOSTELS  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  THEIR  BAB IE 2 

,  These  are  administered  by  the  Durham  Diocesan  Moral  TTelfare 
association  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council; 

(l;  Hostel  -  Ramside,  Belmont,  near  Durham, 
ot.  Monica's  Home,  3ishop  Auckland. 


Se  c . 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1948 
47  REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  0?  PERSONS 


IN  NEED  QP  GARB  A  NDA  T  TE  NT  1 0  N 


No  action  required. 
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WA  I':' ?,  SUPPLY 


Provided  by  the  Durham  County  17a  ter  Board.  All  houses 
in  the  area  are  provided  with  a  pipes  supply.  As  a  result  of 
certain  complaints  in  relation  to  inadequacy  of  supply  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board  reported  as  follows  28th  November, 

1951:- 

" The  supply  of  water  to  the  Tow  Law  area  is  afforded  from 
the  Waskerlcy  Reservoir  where  after  filtration  under  normal 
conditions  it  enters  the  three  trunk  mains  at  "heads"  equivalent 
to  approximately  1,100  feet  above  O.D.  on  the  18"  low-pressure 
main  to  1,120  feet  above  O.D.  on  the  15"  and  12"  mains.  The 
Tow  Law  service  reservoir,  the  top  water  level  of  which  is  at 
1  ,050  feet  above  O.D.  an-  which  is  primarily  responsible  for 
the  supply  to  the  town  of  Tow  Law  itself,  draws  its  water 
from  one  or  other  of  these  trunk  mains. 

This  is  at  too  low  an  altitude  to  afford  an  adequate 
supply  to  the  higher  properties  of  the  town  which  are  placed 
at  the  same  level  as  the  reservoir  with  their  domestic  systems 
at  an  even  higher  elevation.  It  is  necessary  therefore  in 
order  to  maintain  the  pressure  to  these  highly  elevated  properties 
that  part  of  the  town  must  bo  fed  off  one  of  the  trunk  mains 
which  in  order  to  afford  a  requisite  "head"  must  be  restricted 
in  its  flow  forward  to  the  Mount  Pleasant,  Stockley  Pe  11  and 
other  reservoirs:  at  the',  same  time  the  "head"  in  the  main  must 
be  raised,  and  maintained  by  artificial  means  for  which  purpose 
pumps  at  the  T/askerley  filters  have  since  the  war  been  kept 
in  commission.  This  method  can  be  justified  only  as  a  temporary 
measure  to  meet  emergency  conditions  but  is  quite  uneconomic 
as  a  permanent  means  of  maintaining  the  supply. 

It  is  laid  down  by  Act  of  Parliament  that  there  is  no 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Water  Undertaking  to  maintain 
the  supply  to  properties  within  50-feet  of  the  level  of  the 
local  service  reservoir  and  as  many  of  the  properties  under 
consideration  are  well  within  that  figure  -  indeed  somewhat 
higher  in  elevation  in  several  cases  -  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
owners  of  the  properties  themselves  or  upon  the  Local  Authority 
within  whose  area  the  properties  arc  placed  to  provide  means 
of  raising  water  to  the  requisite  pressure.  It  can  be 
mentioned  that,  without  prejudice  the  Board,  has  in  one  or  tv/o 
similar  cases  within  its  statutory  area  of  supply  borne  half 
the  capital  cost  of  installing  the  pumping  plant,  but  has  left 
the  charge  for  the  electrical  energy  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
the  water  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Authority  concerned. 

Two  methods  of  doing  this  present  themselves;  first,  by 
inserting  a  pressure-reducing  valve  and.  hydrostat  on  one  of 
the  trunk  mains  so  that  automatic  pumping  is  carried  out  by  a 
"break"  in  the  pressure  of  the  main  which  the  hydrostat  is 
placed  or  secondly,  by  installing  a  small  electrically-driven 
booster  pump  at  or  near  the  service  reservoir  for  the  raising 
of  the  "head"  of  water  on  those  mains  only  which  afford  the 
supply  to  the  higher  elevated  properties. 

There  are  two  objections  to  the  former  method: 

(1)  in  the  fact  that  there  is  so  little  "head"  available 
on  either  of  the  trunk  mains  passing  through  To1//  Law  for  the 

operation  of  the  hydrostat  and 

(2)  the  high  capital  cost  of  this  apparatus  which  for 
the  machine  alone  is  priced  at  £1,050  and  which  together  with 

the  cost  of  necessary  pipes  and  control  valves  and  building 
for  its  accommodation  is  estimated  to  amount  to  £1 ,450. 

The  latter  scheme  is  very  much  less  in  cost,  and  materials 
are  more  readily  available  for  it,  (it  could  probably  be  put 
into  operation  within  6  to  8  months  of  the  scheme  being 
authorised) : 
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It  need  hardly  he  mentioned  that  by  the  laving  nf 
anc  larger  trunk-  main  from  '.-/askorley  a  cone tan^ sunpjy  It 

To®  lL  butUth  rUlV*  maintainea  in  th0  urban  area  of 
uneconomical.  SU  *  proPositlon  "°uPa  mostly  and 

The  installation  of  a  small  booster  pumn  is  thorofnm 

£0°  raisinr^of l0n  t0  tho.proW-  that  oan^^rccommenLa  toi 
.if"118  of  Pressure  in  the  local  mains  to  meet  the  needs 

Mmi?  ol  ?  '!?'e,-,hi0f  ttand  above  the  guaranteed,  statutory 
mit  of  elevation  m  relation  to  the  Tow  Law  service  Y 

reservoir:  but  it  can  be  added  that  the  actual  operation  of 
th.1S1j>m?.Wl11  ?nly  bo  called  into  effect  when  the  "head"  on 

distributary  mains ^an'^c  conne^ted'-^aris^efor-^he1 
atfWhich_tho  service  to  the  higher-pl 


means^of  ^Sp-1;ao°mont  of  certain  existing  2”  rider  mains  by 

,,  -  P  Pes)  an.  too,  of  the  jointly-owned  service  -oino 

di?fic:itvSofS^'°  :°f  H1S\Strcct  will  overcome  the  pLLnt  ? 
-ervirei  l  SUppl{  ™  that  area.  Certain  consumers  whose 
nnrZ  are  connected  to  this  pipe  are  already  taking  the 

to  eliminate  the  trouble,  and  it  is  hoped 
hat  other  owners  of  property  served  from  the  pipe  will 
follow  suit  in  the  near  future." 


The  Chief  Engineer 
existed  in  carrying  out 
conditions . 


was  of  the  opinion  that  no  difficulty 
the  improvement  except  that  of  economic 


No  action  taken  in  respect  of  any  contamination. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


No  action. 


SLAUGHTERING  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Nil 


BAKEHOUSES 
No  action  required. 

SEY^ERAG-E 

ihe  scheme  submitted  in  1949  has  not  been  allowed  to 
proceed.  Two  minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  one 
receiving  grant  aid  the  other  from  local  finances. 

Additional,  drying  bods  are  being  provided  to  deal  with 
demands  caused  by  the  additional  privy  conversions 
“h°  Disposal  -forks  will  be  adequate  for  some  time. 

REFUSE^  DISPOSAL 
No  change  of  note. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ORDER 

ih^  following  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  yea:-; 

Business  Premises  8 
Private  dwellings  5 
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Periodical  disinfestations  of  the  Council's  tips  and 
sewers  were  also  carried  out. 


Nil 


POOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS 


HOUSING 


Now  Houses  erected  1951  -  40 

Dow  houses  tenanted  1951  -  40 

C L 0 35 T  ACC OMMO DA TION 


To ta 1  Number  in  d i s t r i c t 

Cs .  A .  Cs .  Ashpit  privies 

291  594 

Ash  Closets  converted  into  W. Cs .  5 

Ashpit  Privies  converted  into  IvTC s  .  Nil. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


In  s  p  o  c  t  i  ons  o  t  c . 


Properties  Inspected 


Structural  Defects 


Informal  Formal  No.  of 

Written  Notices  nuisances 

Notices  by  order  abated 

of  L.A.  after  Notice 


Dwelling  houses  -  Structural 

Defects . 

A  shp  i.  t  s  &  Pr  ivies 
Defective  Yard  pav ing 
House  Drainage 
Other  nuisances  (Slag  dust) 


28  8  18 

15  -  15 

1  -  1 

5  5 

1  1 


49  9  40 


I  am , 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 
A.  CHARLTON 

M.3.  ,  B *  S . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


13th  May ,  1953* 


